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SECOND COMMITTEE

Formulation of main trends

INTRODUCTION

The sole purpose of this informal working paper is to reflect in generally
acceptable formulations the main trends which have emerged from the proposals submitted
either to the United Nations Sea-Bed Committee or to the Conference itself.

The fact of including these formulations does not imply any opinion on the degree
of support they heve commanded either in the preparatory stage or in the proceedings
of the current session of the Conference. It does not imply either that all the
proposals from which these formulations have been taken Lave been the subject of
discussion. The inclusion of a provision in this paper, whether or not only one
formule appears, does not necessarily imply that there are no other opinions concerning
these questions or that all or most delegations agree on the necessity for such a
provision.

A1l the proposals submitted to the United Nations Sea-Bed Committee and to the
Conference are maintained and may be considered by this Committee at any time. Thus,
the preparation of this document and its acceptance by the Committee as a working paper
in no way signifies that these proposals have been withdrawn. There is no question of
taking eny decisions at the present stage, in accordance with the method of work
adopted by the Committee at its meeting on 3 July, once this task has been carried out,
the item will be "frozen" and the Committee will pass on to the next item. MWNo decision
has to be taken until all the closely interrelated items have beeu thoroughly discussed.

Since the purpose of this paper is to focus the discussion of each of the items on
the fundamental issues, leaving until later the consideration of supplementary rules
and drafting points, the paper does not include sll the proposals appearing in
volume TIT of the report of the Sea-Bed Committee or all the variants, many of which
reflect only drafting changes, appearing in volume IV of the same report.

Reference in this paper to the continental shelf is without prejudice to the
position of those delegations for whom the concept of the continental shelf would be
subsumed under the concept of the exclusive economic zone.
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Item 18: Artificial islands and installations -

'PROVISIONS I-IT Territorial sea

PROVISIONS ITTI-vIT Continental shelf
PROVISION VIII Economic z;ne
PROVISIONS IX-X Duties of coastal States
PROVISION XI High seas
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Item 18: Artificial islands snd instslletions

PROVISION I

The coastel Statz is entitled to construct art1f1c1a1 1slands or 1mmovable
1nstallaulons in its terrluorlal sea. N

~

PROVISION II

/The coastal State7'musu not, through such structures, impede access to the ports

"of a ne;ghbourﬂng State or cause damege to the marine environment of the territorial
‘seas of neighuvouring States.

Before commencing the construction of artificial islands or installations as
mentioned in the preceding provision, ithe coastal Stete shall publish the plans thereof
and take into consideretion any observations submitted to it by other States. 1In the
event of disagreement, an interested State which deems itself injured may appeal to
IMCO, which though not empowered to prohibit the construction, may prescribe such
chenges or adjustments as 1t ccns1deru essentlal to safeguard the lawful interests of
other States.

'PROV/SION III
" Formula A
The coastal State is entitled o coastruct, maintain or operete on or over the
continental shelf installations and other devices necessary for the exercise of its ,
rights.over the seme, to establish safety zones eround such devices and installeatioms,

and to take in those zones measures necessary for their protection, Ships of all
nationalities shall respect these safebty zones, which may extend up to ... around the

‘ ¢natallat10ns or devices.

Formule B

The coastal State shall have the exclusive right to authorize and regulate on the
continental shelf the construction, operation and use of off-shore installations for

the purpose of exploration or exploitation of natural resources or for other economic
putposes. _ : e

" The coastal State may, whevre necessar establlsh reasonable safety zones around
sueh'off-shore installations in which it may take appropriate measures to ensure the
sufety both of the instollations and of navigation. Such safety zones shall be
@esigned to ensure that they are reasonebly related to the nature and function of the

nstallation. Ships of all nationalities must respect these safety zones.

The breadch of the safety zones sheTl ne determined by the coastal State and shall
conform to applicable internutionel s*andards in existence or to be established by the
Inter-Covernmental Maritime Consultetive Organization regarding the establishment and
breadth of safety zones. In the shsence of such additional standards, safety zones

around instaliations for the exploraticn end exploitation of non-renewable resources
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of the sea-bed and subsoil may extend to a distance of 500 metres around the
installations, measured from each point of their outer edge.

States shall ensure compliance by vessels of their flag with applicable
international standards regarding navigation outside the safety zones but in the
vicinity of such off-shore installations.

Installations and safety zones around them may not be established where ~

interference may be caused to the use of recognized sealanes essential to international
navigation.

PROVISION IV

Due notice must be given of the constructicn of any such installations, and
permanent means for giving vwarning of their presence must be maintained. Any
installations which are abandoned or disused must be entirely removed.

PROVISION V

1. The coastal State may, on the conditions specified in the following paragraph,
authorize the construction on its continental shelf of artificisl islands or immovable
installations serving purposes other than the exploration or exploitation of natural
resources. Such structures shall be placed under its Jurisdiction or under that of the
State which undertakes their construction, and, with & view to their protection, may be
surrounded by safety zones extending not more than 500 metres. Such artificial islands
or immovable installations have no territorial sea of their own.

2. Before commencing the construction of artificial islands or installations as
mentioned in paragraph 1, the State shall publish the plans thereof and take into
consideration any observations submitted to it by other States. In the event of
dissgreement, an interested State which deems itself injured may appeal to...., which
shall prescribe, where appropriate, such changes or adjustments as it considers
essential to safeguard the lawful interests of other States.

FRGVISION VI
Formula A

Such installations and devices, though under the Jurisdiction of the 90&5ta1 State,
do not possess the status of islands. They have no territorial sea of their own, and
their presence does not affect the delimitation of the territorial sea of the coastal
State.

Formula B

For the purpose of this section, the term "installations" refers to artificial
off-shore islands, facilities, or similar devices, other than those which are mobile
in their normal mode of operation at sea. Installations shall not afford & basis for
a claim to a territorisl sea or economic zone, and their presence does not affect the
delimitation of the territorial sea or economic zone of the coastal State.

/...
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PROVISION VII
Fdrﬁula A

A coastal State shall authorize the laying of submarine cables and pipelines on
the continental shelf, without restrictions other than those which may. result from its

“"rights over the same. _ e -

The establishment of any other type of installation by third States or théir
nationals is subject to the permission of the coastal State.

Formula B

No State shall be entitled to construct, maintain, deploy or operate on the

" continental shelf of another State any military installations or devices or any other

installations for whatever purposes without the consent of the coastal State.

Formula C

Subject to the provisions of paragréphs 4 and 6 of this article, the coastal State
is entitled to construct and maintain or operate on the continental shelf installations
and other deviceg‘necessary for its exploration and the exploitation of its natural
resources, and to establish safety zones around such installetions #hd devices and to
take in those zonhes measures necessary for- théir protection. '
PROVISION VIII
Formula A

The coastal State shall authorize and regulate the emplacement and use of

" artificial islands and any kind of facilities on the surface of the sea, in the water

column and on the sea-bed and subsoil of the patrimonial sea.
Formula B

1. The coastal State shall have the exclusive right to authorize and regulate, in the
economic zone, the construction, oreration and use of artificial islands and
installations for the purpose of exploration or exploitation of natural resources, or
for ‘other economic purposes, and of any installations which may interfere with the
exercise of the rights of the coastal State in the economic zone.

2. The coastal State may, where necessary, establish reasonable safety zones around
such off-shore installations in which it may take appropriate measures to ensure the
safety both of the installations and of navigation.

?. The provisions of article ... shall apply, mutetis mutandis, to such artificial
islands and installations.
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Formula C

Subject to the provisions of paragraphs ... and ..., of the present article, the
coastal State shall have the sovereign right to engage in, decide on and regulate,
vithin the economic zone, the construction, operation and utilization of non-coasta?
installations and other facilities, set up for purposes of exploration and exploitati_..
of the natural resources of the economic zone. . -

PROVISION IX
Formule A

A coastal Btate shall not erect or establish artificiasl islands and other
instellations, including safety zones around them, in such a manner as to interfere
with the use by all States of recognized sealanes and traffic separation schemes
essential to international navigation.

Formula B

None of the installations and other facilities or safety zones around them
mentioped in parasgraphs ... and ... of the present article may be set up in places
where they might be a hindrance to the use of the regular sea routes which are of
essential importance to interpnational navigation, or of areas which are of special
importance to fishing.

PROVISION X

The coastal State shall ensure ccmpliance with the agreed internationel standards
concerning the breadth of the safety zone around non-coastal installations and other
facilities and navigation beyond the limits of the safety zone but close to such
non-coastal installations and other facilities.

PROVISION XI
Any construction of an artificiel island or immovable installation on the high
seas beyond the limits of the continental shelf shall be subject to the authority and
Jurisdiction of the international machinery for the sea-bed. The international

authority may authorize a State to erect such islands or installations and delegate
Jurigdiction over such structures to that State.

———— i —
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